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Instrumentation

Flute (doubling Piccolo & Alto Flute)
English Horn
Bass Clarinet

Trumpet in C (straight, harmon, cup mutes)
Trombone (straight, harmon, cup mutes)

Percussion — 2 players
Player 1: Snare Drum, Tambourine, Guiro, Kick Drum, Tam-tam, Triangle,
Cabasa, Xylophone (sounding one octave higher)
Player 2 — Hi-hat Cymbal, 3 Tom-toms (including one Floor Tom),
Vibraphone, Suspended Cymbal(s)

Harp (guitar pick, wooden clip(s), a strip of paper)

Piano (2 pieces of eraser, credit card)
Solo Baritone (Korean fan)

2 Violins (guitar pick for violin 1)
Viola (mute)
Cello
Double Bass (pencil)

Druation: 11 minutes
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Premiere
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Notes

General

‘Lotus Voice’ has a form of a lecture concert about Pansori, a Korean traditional epic genre. To
get a better understanding of the genre and to become familiarized with its style, performers are
recommended to watch an introductory YouTube video clip (https://youtu.be/YfGT-mN6ngw). When
possible, a portion (from 2:46-3:48) of the video could be played before the piece begins.

With respect to structural divisions, “Excerpts” 1-4 are actual excerpts, arranged and mostly
translated in English (except Ex. 2), from Pansori’s Shim Cheong Ga (Ex. 1) and Chun Hyang Ga (Ex.
2-4). The vocalist is encouraged to imitate the voice and style of Pansori singers as able. Lectures 1-4
are to introduce the tradition of Pansori or to provide supplementary explanation about the Excerpts.
The vocalist may act as if he were giving a lecture, using a professorial voice and manner.

In addition, there is a PowerPoint presentation meant to be shown during the performance.

Woodwind and Brass

Fall: improvised descending scale from the first note given.
fall >
~

o)
7
7. 3

o6
o

Kiss: strongly inhale through the instrument to produce sharp squeaky noise.
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Exhale through the instrument (brass): only air sound — no specific pitch is meant to be heard. When
with trill, do any between two or more notes at the performer’s convenience.
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Double buzz: produce a loud buzzy noise with humming a note which is not the part of harmonic

series of the note that is being played. (Players may replace it with a similar effect.)
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https://youtu.be/YfGT-mN6ngw

Percussion

Percussion 1

Everything except Xylophone might be played in one position. While being played, the Guiro
needs to be placed on the rim of the Snare Drum (marked as Guiro/SD) or on the Tambourine, which
Is again placed on the Snare Drum (Guiro/Tamb/SD). When such, the Tambourine is occasionally
required to be beaten with the Guiro.
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Tam-tam Di’fn{n Tambourine Guiro 1A Cabasa Cowbell Triangle Xylophone

(beat)  (scrape) Drum

CQ\D

. &

o v \

[ )

Percussion 2

Two setups are used: Vibraphone (Vibe) and Suspended Cymbal vs. the rest. Suspended
Cymbal might be placed near the lower end of the Vibe for the ease of performance. More than one
cymbals could be used when preferable.

Tom-toms Rainstick Hi-hat Suspended  Vibraphone
Floor low medium (6pen) (half) (closed) (pedal) - Cymbal ®
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Piano

Preparation: insert eraser pieces tightly between notes below.

Scrape: scrape very low strings along the length of the strings with a credit card (width down).

&)
ol
7

- 82 ’_
p——" f

‘Guiro’ effect: scrape the tuning pins with credit card (height down), like glissando
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“Tam-tam’ effect: beat very low strings (inside the piano) with palm
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Harp

Preparation: weave a strip of paper (an inch width) in between strings below
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‘Jet’ effect: scrape one of the metal strings along its length.

Buzz: clip the assigned note with a small wooden clip before playing it. When plucked, it will

produce a long buzzy noise.
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Strings
Slap (cello and double bass): slap the strings on the fingerboard to get a Bartdk pizzicato sound or

loud fingering sound.
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Strum with a guitar pick behind bridge (violin 1)
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Highest note(s) possible, on the designated string(s) if at all.
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‘Jet’ effect (double bass): scrape strings, deadened, along the length, with a pencil (wooden or plastic).
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Hit the body (cello and double bass): hit the body to produce percussive sound.
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Circular bowing (violins and viola): make a circular movement with the bow, alternating sul pont. and

sul tasto, to produce an eerie sound. The pitch could be heard but not necessary.
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With much pressure: to get a scratchy noise.
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Fingerings sound only — more for the effect than actual pitches

b fingerings only
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Col legno jeté: to imitate raining sound — repeat irregularly by the end of the arrow following.

col legno jeté
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For any further question, please feel free to contact the composer at samueltexu@gmail.com.
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for solo Baritone and Ensemble Texu Kim (b.1980)
commissioned by the Georgina Joshi Foundation
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