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Flute  
Oboe 
Bb Clarinet 
Bb Bass Clarinet 
Bassoon 
 
F Horn 
C Trumpet – straight mute needed 
Trombone – straight mute needed 
 
Percussion 1: Suspended Cymbal, Brake Drum, Triangle, Crotales (2-octave set), Tam-tam, Slap-stick 
Percussion 2: Drum kit 
 
Piano 
 
Violin 1 
Violin 2 
Viola 
Violoncello 
Double Bass 
 

Performance Notes 
 
Transposed Score 
Duration: 7 minutes 

 
 : crescendo from/diminish to nothing 

 
 : last-minute, immediate crescendo 

 
: as fast as possible. Often found in strings and winds as a quick cascade upward or downward. 
 
 

 : unmeasured accelerando (or ritardando if reversed) 
 

 

: highest note possible 
 
k-tr : key-trill. Trill between two alternate fingerings of the same pitch. A slight microtonal difference is desired.  
 
MSP : molto sul ponticello 
ord. : ordinario 
 
Figures and patterns within boxes are to be played through the duration of the thick bar following the figure. Courtesy rests are 
given for figures that do not begin or end at the beginning of a measure to show placement.  
 
At rehearsal numbers 6 and 32, the string figure repeats as described above but the pitches are nonspecific. The glissando 
continues upward, does not begin with original notes each repetition, and climbs in small intervallic increments. The double-stop 
should, in general, be maintained from the previous repeated figure. Performers should change strings as necessary. 
 
 

Program Note 
 
While visiting Nara, Japan—well-known for the deer that roam the town—I spent some time in a small park corner instead 
observing the flight patterns of four or five swallows doing a sort of territorial dance. The graceful fluctuation in their rhythmic 
constancy was striking. Fast and fluid, often inches from the grass, the swallows would bank in wide arcs, flicker to a stop, and 
begin anew solo, in pairs, trios or more. The rhythmic drive of tsubame (Japanese for swallow) is influenced by these patterns 
and dances. 
 

Oh, caged heart!— :: tremors, flutters :: artificial pulse ::—how will you fly when freed? 
 
Tsubame was commissioned by and written for HOLOGRAPHIC. 
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