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INSTRUMENTATION 
 
2 Flutes 
2 Oboes 
2 Clarinets in B-flat 
2 Bassoons 
 
4 Horns in F 
2 Trumpets in C 
2 Trombones 
 
Timpani (4 Drums) 
Percussion (2 Players) 
 Percussion 1 plays  

Xylophone  
Crotales ( Range                 ) 
Four Tom-toms, from high to low, and Kick Drum:  

           
 Percussion 2 plays  

Vibraphone  
Snare Drum  
Two Brake Drums, high and low: 
Four Bongos, from high to low, and Conga: 

 
Strings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SCORE IS IN CONCERT PITCH. 

 All instruments sound as written except: 
 Xylophone sounds one octave higher than written. 
 Crotales sound two octaves higher than written. 
 Contrabass sounds one octave lower than written. 



 

PROGRAM NOTE 
 
 SUMMER FIELDS (THREE TONE POEMS FOR CHAMBER ORCHESTRA) is inspired by 
memories of summer days growing up in Appalachia.  The first movement, “Day Games,” is 
a lively opener that begins with a flourish of woodwinds before a kind of jocular invitation is 
given by the brass.  An energetic section ensues in which the kick drum accents the changing 
length of the musical pulse.  This is followed by a more open section with quirky sounds 
taking turns—from high flutes and xylophone to low bassoons and pizzicato strings.  After 
the violins present a melody, the quirky sounds return; the section concludes with a 
combination of those sounds with the violin melody.  A few remnants of the flutes and 
pizzicato strings fade away before a brief return of the material from the opening energetic 
section.  In this presentation, however, the upward direction of the lines has been replaced 
with downward-moving patterns, and the pattern of short and long pulses is reversed.  The 
ensuing rhythms in the bongos and conga are echoed by woodwinds in pairs, starting with a 
flute and clarinet.  Their melody is layered into increasingly thicker textures that come to 
employ the entire orchestra, including punctuations by pizzicato strings, brass, and drums.  
The first movement ends with a return of the opening section, with the lines again moving 
downward but the rhythm restored to its initial form. 
 
“Evening Prayer” is a meditation on the reverent atmosphere of revival camp meetings.  It 
opens with a succession of four broad chords in the strings, starting with a chord of high 
dissonance and moving toward more consonant sounds with each sonority.  Echoes of an 
Appalachian spiritual are heard in the winds before a return of the broad chords, this time 
reinforced by brass and timpani.  The strains of the spiritual that come next are more 
complete, but still just single, isolated lines.  The third appearance of the broad chords 
moves in a new direction, toward more dissonance, and it is at their conclusion that the most 
complete quotations from the spiritual arrive.  These build up to a quoted phrase that uses 
all four families of the orchestra; the full ensemble then sounds the four broad chords one 
final time before a quiet, solemn conclusion to the movement. 
 
The closing movement, “Night Games,” provides a brief, high-energy close to the work.  
While its quick pace is similar to the first movement, this closer employs a more diverse 
juxtaposition of musical elements to convey an added sense of something unknown or 
unseen.  The beginning is marked by single, short notes in space, each with different 
orchestral coloration.  This texture is interrupted first by quick runs in violins, flutes, and 
xylophone and later by the full string section playing pizzicato with rhythms that gradually 
fade away.  The solitary, short notes return, this time interrupted by strong string chords as 
well.  Eventually the fading pizzicato section returns before giving way to a more driving, 
off-kilter dance that is made of a combination of the diverse musical materials heard 
previously.  This culminates in a sharp rhythm in the wind and percussion sections that lasts 
for several seconds before a final, extended presentation of the fading pizzicato strings 
provides a conclusion to the piece. 
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Three Tone Poems for Chamber Orchestra (2009)

I.  Day Games
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