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Moon Halo
(2016, rev. 2017)

Duration: 12 minutes

Program Note:

Original version for flute, clarinet, bassoon, horn, percussion, 2 violins, viola, cello, bass.

Original version premiered on Arpil 19th 2016 at the Jacobs School of Music Student

     Composition recital - Yohan Kwon conductor

Recordings

Recording of orginal version premier on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FnN_H0caJhw 

In late November of 2015, a group of students pulled the Read resident hall

fire alarm three or four times every night between the hours of 12am to 7am.

This repeated until they were apprehended ten days later with no

announcement of motive, only speculation that it was for fraternity pledges.

Moon Halo follows the emotional response of my fellow dorm mates and me

during this incident. When the alarms first started, there was much anger. In

fact, there was an angry mob on the men’s side of the dorm. 

Around the 5th night, most of us were growing delirious from lack of sleep. It

was then that I noticed the moon halo that night. Looking at the moon halo

was a way to cope with my dreadful situation, that at least I get to see

something so beautiful when I’m outside at 3am. 

People then started to go a little crazy. They were still mad, yet it seemed that

the culprits would never get caught as they had been evading police and

student patrols. They still had hope that it would end soon, but that hope

lessened with every evacuation. 

Near the end, everyone had stopped being angry and had just given up. It was

silent in comparison to the first few nights. After being subjected to multiple

evacuations every night, people would silently walk out side with dead

expressions on their faces. Perhaps the main idea of this peace is to show how

people handle situations that are out of their control. You get angry at your

lack of control, you try to cope, you maybe go crazy because you don’t want to

believe you don’t have any control, and your anger finally turns to despair.

However, there can still be beauty in such ugliness. You may have just never

noticed it. If you ever do find that inner peace in the end, you will appreciate

what you have. For me, that’s a nightly eight hours of sleep!

                 - Liam Ramsey-White
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[C score]

Note: Accidentals carry through the measure and apply only to octave in 

which they appear. Courtesy accidentals added for clarity.

Harp harmonics sound where they are written.

In measure 244, Percussion 3 fades in a recording of cicadas and fades out the recording

in measure 313. The recording should be of cicadas, crickets, and other night noises in 

rural south Indiana. The electronic device connected to a speaker or speaker system should have 

volume control. At performance volume, the recording should be audible but not overwehlming. 

It is as if the orchestra is transported outside into a southern Indiana woods where cicadas

are humming.

INSTRUMENTATION:

Piccolo

2 Flutes (2nd doubling Piccolo)

3 Oboes (3rd doubling English Horn)

2 Clarinet in Bb (2nd doubling Eb Clarinet) 

Bass Clarinet in Bb

2 Bassoons

Contra Bassoon

4 Horns in F (straight, stopped)

3 Trumpets in C (straight, harmon) 

2 Trombone (straight, harmon)

Bass Trombone (straight)

Tuba

Timpani

3 Percussion 

1 : 3 Toms, Low (floor) Tom, Snare Drum, Vibraphone (shared with perc 3), Suspended Cymbal 

           Marimba (4 octave) (shared with Perc 3), Whip (shared with Perc 2)

  2 : Suspended Cymbal, Bass Drum, 5 Temple Blocks, Triangle or finger cymbal, 

           Whip (shared with Perc 1), Siren (recommended hand-held siren)

  3 : Headless tambourine, Tam-Tam, Suspended Cymbal, Mark Tree (metal)

           Kick Drum, 3 Cowbells, Marimba (4 octave)(shared with perc. 1), 

           Vibraphone (shared with Perc 1), Ratchet, Electronic device w/speaker 

Harp

Strings
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Rub both plams in a slow circular motion on low strings - attempt to make continous sound. Effect should be a slow white-noise whisling sound.
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